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HE founding of churches in the 
days of our forefathers, was ſo fre- 

quent, and their reaſons for this practice; 
very often, ſo ridiculous, that a perſon 


who relates them will hardly gain credit 


with readers of the preſent generation. 
This was the caſe with regard to this once 


famous Abbey of which I am now to treat. 
And that I may give the reader the fuller 
.afid clearer idea of every material circum- 
ſtance relating thereto; 1 ſhall caſt what I 
have to offer upon this eee into the 


following method. 1 ſhalt treat, 4 
1 of it Foundation and Badenden ef 
a 
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II. Of the State of it before the Sup- 
Prefſion. . 


II Of its Suppreſſion and Diſſolution. 


Aſter which I ſhall take ſome no- 
tice, 


IV. Of thoſe ſeveral Draughts which are 

yet extant of this once famous and 
magnificent edifice,” And ſhall then 
| add, 


V. Some Farther Particulars — to 
the ſame ſubject. 


© . 


0 F the Foundation and Endroments of 
Os E Vν Abbey, 


T HE church of St Maxy the Virgin of L 


Oſney, was founded in the year 1129, 


by RokERT D'oyLEey the ſecond, the ſon 
of NiGELLous, which NioELLous flou- 
Tiſhed in the time of Henxy I. ſurnamed 
BEAUCLERK, and was chamberlain of his 
houſhold. This church was builded, as 
CAM expreſſes it (a), amidſt the di- 


vided 


{a) CAaupEx's Britannia, fol 379. 
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_ vided rivers not far from the caſtle; or, 

to expreſs it more plainly, in a parcel of 
ground ſurrounded by the river, under the 
view of the caſtle of Oxford. As to the 
reaſon of its erection, it was, like that of 
many. others, as I have but juſt obſerved, 
very abſurd and ridiculous. The occaſion 
of it is ſaid to be as follows (3). 


* 


The vieafant and agreeable ſituation of 
this place gave frequent occaſion to a no- 
ble lady of Oxford, called EpiTa Fokxx, 
wife of RokRRT D'oyLEey, or OILLExy, as 
he is ſometimes called, to recreate and 
ſolace herſelf here, In theſe her frequent 
* ſhe is lad to have ſeen a great 

number 


(5) I think proper in this place to inform the 
reader, that the authors from whom I have taken the 
principal materials for this hiſtory, are DuGpaALE's 
Ae, Anglicanum, STEVEN's Continuation, HuT- &@ 
ToN's Antiquities of Oxford, and Will's Hifi 
Cathedrals; though I have not paid a ſuperſtitious re- 
card to any of them. If it ſhould be objected, that 
what I have here publiſhed,” is no more than what 
the world has been made acquainted with already; I 
would only ſay, in anſwer thereto, That few perſons, 
comparatively, have had the opportunity to conſult 
the authors above mentioned; and I believe I am 
the firſt perſon who has endeayoured to form their 
ſeveral accounts, into a regular plan or hiſtary, 
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number of Pies, gathered together upon a 
tree, by the ſide of the river, and making 
an hideous chattering and noiſe. She 
took but little notice of them at firſt ; but 
finding the ſame to be repeated both a ſe- 
cond and third time, and the birds feein- 
ing, as ſhe imagined, to direct their chat- 
tering towards her, ſhe ſent for her con- 
feſſor, who was a canon of St Fridſwides, 
demanding of him what all this might 
mean. He, glad of ſuch an opportunity, 
and taking an advantage of the ſuperſti- 
tion and ſimplicity of this lady, told her 

he would meet her there the next day, and 
then give her ſome farther account of the 
matter, as it ſhould then ſeem to him. 
Accordingly, coming to the place at the 
time appointed, and finding the ſame noiſe 
as before, © O, madam, (ſaid he) theſe are 
<* not Pies, but ſo many poor ſouls in pur. 
* gatory, who thus beg and requeſt ſuc- 
cours and relief.” And is it ſo indeed, 
. (replied: the lady) then if Ronin, my bus- 
band, will concede lo my requeſt, I will endea- 
vour to bring theſe poor ſouls to reſt. And 
relating the matter to her huſband accord- 
ingly, ſhe fo far prevailed with him, that 
a little while after, with the conſent of 
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Tuxogar Dos, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
and titular Biſhop, of Lincoln, in 8 0 
digceſs, it Wag the founded. a church upon 
tergd, — it to gt Mary of Ohich, 
and alloting it for a reſidence of ſecular 
canons of St AUSTIN, in the year befare- 
mentioned, and making Reharrnus, her 
confeſſor, rr N 3 0 init 


Sto ef ds vi 1 
+ have. 4 related the Dee of 
this account of its firſt foundation, as I 
find them in the hiſtory of thoſe times; 
and as for the folly and ſimplicity. attendy 
ing it, other Perſane are to he gccquniaha 
This church, 1 a very eminent au- 
thor (c) conliſted of as much building as 
_ Chriſt Church, which is the preſent Cathe- 
dral of Oxfarg, and as any two parochial 
churches in that city beſide, except Saint 
Maxr's, though the ſituation of it was, 
upon ſome accounts, not ſo commodious; 
for it was erected above a quarter of a 
mile out of town, a little ſouth-weſt of 
St TrnoMas's, otherwiſe-St NicuoLas's 
church, between that and the place where 
the mill now ſtands. But for a further 
and 


7 (9 Woop's Art. gu lies of Oxford. 
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and more particular deſcription of it, I 
muſt refer the reader to the next chapter, 
and proceed, in the mean time, to ſpeak 
of the many donations and endowments 
of 1 its various and * 9 


But befots I do this, it is neceſſary 1 
mould acquaint the reader, that it was at 
firſt only a priory of ſmall extent; but 
that, in a few years, by the large dona- 
tions of ſeveral liberal and generous per- 

ſons, it became an abbey with a conſider- 
able revenue. In the year 1247, it was 
rebuilt; and the ſame year the Pope's 
Legate proclaimed forty days indulgence 
and remiſſion of fin, to all ſuch as would 
give ſomething toward the rebuilding of 
this edifice ; which excited ſeveral perſons 
to vie with each other in contributing 
large ſums of money for this purpoſe, and 
for erecting two very high and bulky 
towers, which, together with the reſt of 
the church, are now totally deſtroyed. 


Of the reſt of the donations, together 
with the ſeveral charters relating to this 
famous ſtructure, I {hall now give the 


reader ſome account. | 
The 
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The firſt deed was xs by Rorrnr OI Ev, 
and was dated in 1129. By this deed he 
gave to 2 canons, all he had 1 in, the ile 
IWe F hg W be Clui nab, Seneftan, 
and Leftreton, together with the town of 
| Ethon, . XC. 23 5 75 N CEA. E 100973 THO cm. 


bo i | "Fond deed. he. more . re- 


MEE 2 1600 IE 


cites al his donations ; 3 and his ſon 


"oy 


= 


Henzy OILLEY, in a i ſubſequent” deed, 
confirms all his father's grants, and adds 
parcels of lands of his own. 


„Marrarw, Earl 3p Enes granted 
to Ofney Abbey, the fiſhery of Bentun, 
which was farther confirmed by his bro- 
ther PRILIP, Earl of Flanders. ; 


The charter of Epward III. mentions 
thoſe of three kings, namely, HExRV II. 
and III. and that of King Jon, together 
with the deeds of many other donors, 
_ confirming the ſame. 


There were afterward other lands given 
by ſeveral perſons, which it would be too 
| tedious to mention, and which would at- 
B - wo 
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ford but little entertainment to the reader, 
They were all confirmed by the charter of 
the Bifhop of Liycoln, in ' hols” dioceſs 
the church ſtood, before Ee ereckio jon of 
a new biſhopric of Oxford, in the time of 
HENRY VIII. as we e ſhall ſee hereafter. by 


About 0h one years after che foun- 
dation of the church, the Biſhop of Lin- 
coln did tranſlate all the ſeculars, e ler 
to the church of St GOR Ox, in the caſtle 
of Oxford, to this place (d). There was 
afterwards an expulſion of theſe ſeculars, 
and regular canons were introduced in 
their ſtead ; at which time followed the 
principal charter of this church,-in which 
was an addition of other lands and tene+ 
ments, confirmed by ſeveral 1 Bl» 
ſhops and Kings of England. Sd 


op. 
Of the State of the Abbey before 4 
| Suppre „ Ts 6 


NOW proceed to give the reader ſome 
account of this famous Abbey, as it 
* in its n ſtate and condi- 
tion, 


(a) This was about the or 1150, the fifteenth 
of ung STEPHEN, | 
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tion, before that general devaſtation which 
laid, not only this, but multitudes of other 
ſpacious and venerable buildings of the 
like nature, through this kingdom, in 
| heaps of confuſion and-rubbiſh ; ſo that 
very. little now remains of many of them; 
to give us any idea of their former gran- 
deur and magnificence, and of this church 
in particular, not one ſtone is now belt 
_ another.. EES Oi 


This Abbey, nd have obſerved 1 "aki 
ſtood at about a quarter of a mile diſtance 
from Oxford, and about one mile from 
Carfax conduit. The uſual way which 
led to it from thence, was over Bookbinders : 
bridge, and by a place called the Hume; 
over a broad and paved way, which had 
the name of Church- lane, to the firſt gate 
of the Abbey, from which was a row of 
houſes till you came, after this, to another 
gate, which was much larger, erected by 
Abbot LEECH, of whom we ſhall have 
occaſion to ſpeak more hereafter. It was 
built of free ſtone, and had an image over 
it of the Virgin Mary, to whom the 
church was dedicated. This 1mage or 
ſtatue was in the middle, and had on one 

WS! e _ tide 
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fide of it the arms of St GRoRGER, and on 

- the other that of the family of 
the DoryLEY's, which was alſo 
the arms of the Abbey, with 
the addition of the paſtoral ſtaff 
to > the two bendlets, as in the —_ y 


4 


ei eing entered his ate; which was on 
the north ſide of : the church, you came 
into a large and beautiful court or qua- 
drangle, chiefly of ſtone, where was a 
cloiſter on the right hand, decked and 
boarded with a roof, upon which were 
the arms of ſeveral benefactors, with re- 
buſſes and alluſions to the names of thoſe 
perſons; and particularly the Abbots, who 
contributed toward the building thereof; 
the principal of whom was Abbot LEECH, 
before mentioned. 


che then 3 the en che 
next building of which we are to take no- 
tice, and to which we were then conduct- 
ed, was the refectory or common hall, 
ſtanding oppoſite the great gate, and on 
the ſouth ſide of the quadrangle before 
mentioned. This was a large and curious 
ſtructure, erected by Abbot LEECH. It 


was the common place of reſort, where 
they 
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they all met at the ſound of the bell, to 
take their daily refreſhments. 


They were much to be commended for 
ſome of the. cuſtoms obſerved by them on 
' theſe occaſions, viz. That while they were 
receiving food for the ſupport of their bo- 
dies, they might have ſome ſpiritual re- 
freſhment conveyed to their minds ; the 
ſcriptures being always read and expound- 
ed to them, while they were at their ordi- 
nary meals. Other orders upon theſe oc- 
caſions were, That no contentious or 
quarrelſome words ſhould be allowed. 
That every one be preſent at the bleſſing 
of the table, and, in caſe of abſence, to be 
ſubject to a penalty ; or, if he came in af- 
terward, to fit at the lower end of the ta- 
ble. Whatever was left of the meat, was 
conveyed to the alms-houſes, 1 to 
the Abbey. 


The kitchen was contiguous to the re- 
fectory, on the left ſide. 


On the ſouth ſide of the refectory afore- 
ſaid, was the dormitory. This was a 
place allotted for the reception of the ſick 
monks, 
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monks, whither they were removed from 
their chambers, and where they were al- 
lowed the diet proper for perſons in their 
condition. They had a chapel or ora- 
tory adjoining thereto, and built pc the 
ſame Abbot LEECH. 


The next place of whach I am to ke 
notice, was an oblong room called the 
derter, and was divided into ſeveral parti- 
tions, like thoſe in our hoſpitals, in each 
of which there was a bed for the ſeveral 
canons of this church. There was like- 
wiſe a candle ſet up for every one of them, 
which was to ſerve till the time of per- 
forming their nocturnal devotions, which 
returned at certain hours. When the 
candles were lighted up, the keys of this 
place were carried by the prefect or vicar, 
to the ſervitor, and were by him opened 
in the morning, at the appointed time; 
when each monk had their ſummons to 
riſe, and had an hour given them to get 
ready for the further ſervice which was 
then required of them. 


The next building in the Abbey was 


the lodgings of the Abbot, which were in 
the 
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the ground adjoining to the mill-head, 
though not the leaſt remains of them are 
now to be diſcovered ; and were very 
large, fair and magnificent. The hall be- 
longing to them was more fit for a com- 
mon ſociety, than for any ſingle man. In 
theſe lodgings, not only the Abbot and his 
family, but ſometimes ſtrangers and te- 

nants of quality, uſed to reſide, except 
upon thoſe days when his preſence was 
required at the public refectory. This 
place, we are told, was likewiſe built 


in the time of Abbot Lzrcn, whoſe 
name we have had ſuch frequent occa- 


fion to mention. - The great chamber 
adjoining to the hall, was alſo built by 
the ſame perſon, and was ſtanding in the 
year 1718. The great ſtone ſtaircaſe 
was likewiſe ſtanding within the memory 
of ſome perſons who were then living, and 
was, according to their account of it, 
broad enough tor five or ſix perſons to go 
up in abreaſt. 


The only remaining building belonging 
to this Abbey, of which I ſhall take no- 
tice, was a row of houſes between the two 
gates. Theſe buildings were allotted for 

the 


; larly to one GaLFRIDUs GyBERWIN, who 
granted them his tenements, and all his 
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the relief of poor clerks, and were called 
Domus Dei, or, The houſe of Gop. The 
poor inhabitants of theſe houſes, ſubſiſted, 

for the moſt part, upon the meat which 
was ſent them from the table of the 
monks, and which, conſidering the indi- 
gent circumſtances. of theſe poor people, 

was a very comfortable relief to them; 5 
eſpecially as they had, beſide this, an an- 
nual allowance from the Abbey. For this 
generous benefaction they were indebted 


to the liberality of ſeveral perſons, , who 


gave lands for this purpoſe ; and particu- 


lands toward their maintenance. They 


had a church adjoining to their habita- 
tion, which was dedicated to St Nicuo- 
As, and alſo another, in which divine 


ſervice was celebrated every day. One 


| Nicnoras W ESTO, who died in 1271, 


left forty ſhilling per ann. for the uſe of 
this church ; which was at firſt appropri- 
ated for the benefit of theſe poor monks ; 
but, afterward, leave was given by Huch, 
Biſhop of Lincoln, that ſervants, trades- 


men and mechanics, who hved within' the 


limits, 
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limits, and alſo ſtrangers and . pilgrims, 
who might occaſionally reſort hither, 
might likewiſe frequent this chapel, and 
Join with them in their devotions. If the 

leave which was given to thoſe perſons, 
had been given to the inhabitants of St 
Ni1cyoLas pariſh, to have reſorted thither, 
(to which they ſeem to have had a right) 
this Abbey had not been TY deſtroyed 
to this day. 


1 bare now ſaid all I think proper with 
regard to the principal buildings belong- 
ing to this place. I have only further to 
| Obſerve, before I come to ſpeak of the 
church itſelf, properly ſo called, that there 
were ſome other houſes before the gate, 
of which it will not be amiſs to take ſome 
notice. At the weſt end of the building, 
and on the other fide of the old water- 
gate, there were tradeſmen of ſeveral pro- 
feſſions. Theſe houſes were ſo many in 
number, that they formed a ſort of village. 
Their employment was to work for the 
ſhoemakers, bookbinders, &c. belonging 
to the Abbey, and alſo for other religious 
houſes adjoining. All theſe perſons, who 


were within this place, formed a parith, 
C | and 
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and uſed to attend divine ſervice, by the 
permiſſion of the Biſhop of Lincoln, at the 
church of St NicaoLas, at the waſh gate 
of the Abbey. 


Thus we hw ſeen what abundant pro- 


viſion was made for the eaſe and comfort 


of theſe eccleſiaſtics. Perhaps ſome will 


be ready to think, that the indolence and 
idleneſs, the pleaſure and luxury, in which 


they ſpent their uſeleſs and unprofitable 


lives, did, by no means, deſerve ſuch a 


ee of conveniences. 


1 come now, in x the next place, to give 


ſome account of the Abbey, or church it- 
ſelf, properly ſo called. 


Only before I do this, I would Juſt in- 
form the reader, that though this was not 
one of the Mitred Abbies, yet the Abbot 
thereof had a ſeat in Parliament, but was 


not properly a baron or peer of the king- 


dom (e). 


This 

(e) The difference between Mitred and Parlia- 
mentary Abbies, I take to be this, viz, That the 
Abbots of the former were barons of the realm; 
whereas thoſe of the others, or, at leaſt, the moſt 
part 
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This church then was a fabric more 
than ordinary beautiful, according to the 
_ deſcription of it that is come down to us, 
from thoſe perſons who take their accounts 


from the very beſt authors. It was ſe- 
cond to no other Abbey in the kingdom; 


it was the pride and admiration, not only 
of this country, but of all other countries 


beſide. The grandeur and magnificence 


hereof, was expreſſed in its excellent ar- 
chitecture, according to the faſhion of 
_ thoſe times. Every window in the build- 
ing preſented us with a uniformity of pil- 
lars, each of which bore a ſtatue. The 
pinnacles upon the top, were equally mar- 
{halled, and it had two ſtately towers, one 
at the weſt end, called the campanile, and 
the other between the body and the chan- 
cel, on the north ſide. There were many 
other ſtately carvings to be ſeen about it; 
which gave great encouragement to many 
perſons, and particularly to foreigners, to 
take draughts and proſpects thereof. Nei- 
ther was it only curious and beautiful on 

8 2 the 


part of them, had only a ſeat in Parliament ; though 
(as Dr FULLER obſerves in his Hifory of Abbics) 
their being ſummoned to the houſe of peers depended 
intirely upon the humour or will of the prince. 


1 
x 
! 
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the outſide, as is the caſe with many of 
our moſt famous and beautiful churches 


of modern date; but the infide of it was 


rather more magnificent and auguſt, as 
well as more coſtly and ſumptuous than 
the reſt. It not only entertained the eye, 
but ſtruck the beholder with veneration 
and ſurpriſe. Upon the hangings in the 
choir, were wrought ſeveral ſcripture ſto- 
ries of exquiſite workmanſhip. Upon 


the floor were the flat ſtones, the tombs, 
with the various inſcriptions upon the ſe- 


veral perſons who were there interred: all 


theſe monuments, at the ſuppreſſion of 
the church, were intirely defaced and de- 


ſtroyed. 


The extent of this church (as I have al- 
ready hinted) at its firſt foundation, was 
but ſmall, in compariſon to what it was 
afterward, at the rebuilding of it by Ab- 
bot LEECH. This Abbot was aſſiſted 


herein by one BEAvForT, a knight, both 


of whoſe 1mages were cut in ſtone, and ſet 
up in this church. The chapel of the 
Virgin Mary, at the weſt end of the 
choir, was alſo built by Joun LRECA, ex- 

cept the roof and the adjoining tower. 
5 he 
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The high altar was built by Joun APPLE- 
TREE, Abbot of this place, and was dedi- 
cated the 6th of Fuly, 1267, by RIcHARD 
GRAVESEND, then Biſhop of Lincoln (. 
at which time an indulgence of forty days 
was granted by the Pope. So that upon 
occaſion of the building of an altar, a free 
leave and indulgence was given to fin for 
1 forty my 


There was ld a chapel i in the mid- 
dle ifle adjoining, which was erected by 
an unknown hand, and dedicated to St 
 TroMas, wherein daily ſervice was cele- 
brated for the health of the ſoul of the 
founder, if you can believe it had any 
more health communicated to it by means 
of theſe prayers. There were ſeveral other 
chapels on each fide of the double iſles of 
the church ; but who were the founders 
of them, or their benefactors, is not men- 
tioned 


(f) This RICHARD GRAVESEN PD, or DR 
GRAVESEND, was afterward Biſhop of London, and 
died at Fulham, December 9, 1303. He was buried 
in St Pa ur's Church, the 15th of the ſame month; 
twelve hundred pound and a half in wax tapers, be- 
ing uſed upon this occaſion. DucpaLE's Hiftory 
of St Paur's, fol. 33. —— 
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tioned by any of the authors who have 
treated of this Abbey. 


At the weſt end of this building was 
the campanile, which remained intire till 
about the beginning of the preſent cen- 
tury (g). Within this tower there was a 
very large and melodious ring of bells, 


which were then thought to be the fineſt 
in England, JohN MaJo, a Scotch his- 


torian, ſpeaks of them with high enco- 
miums. At the firſt founding of this 
church, theſe bells were but three in num- 
ber, beſide the litany and the ſaints bell ; 
but were afterward increaſed to ſeven by 
Abbot LEECH, as appears from an old 
Rationale, belonging ſometime to this place, 
which mentions the office of each bell in 
particular. At the firſt ſetting up of theſe 
bells, they had a different name given to 
each of them, by the ridiculous and ſuper- 
ſtitious cuſtom of chriſtening them, as 
they then called it. But, befcre the ſup- 
preflion of the Abbey, they had it ſeems 

got 


(z) Some tell us this tower was deftroyed in the 
time of the civil war, and that it was ſtanding in the 
year 1044. | 
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got new names, being all of them, before 
that time, raſt over again. One of theſe 
bells was of uncommon 8. being the 


 Iargelt in England (b). 


HFaving thus finiſhed my acedunt of the 
church itſelf, which I have collected from 
the beſt deſcriptions that are extant there- 
of; I now proceed to give an account of 
the ſeveral perſons who were  Interfed in 
this famous Abbey. = 


It na have given me a much greater 
ſatisfaction, had I been able to preſent the 
reader with a more particular deſcription 
of the monuments in this church, and alſo | 
with their ſeveral epitaphs and inſcrip- 
tions. But, as moſt of the latter were 
obliterated before the diſſolution of the 
Abbey, none of the hiſtorians have been 
able to preſerve their memory, or to give 
us any tolerable account of them. I muſt. 
therefore content myſelf with only pre- 
ſenting the reader with the following, 


Which was made upon one KARKERAGE, 


who died in 143 5. 


i 


(>) This is the bell called great Ton of Oxon, 


Ny; 
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Anno mil, C quater Domini jungaur e X 0 
Et auinta moritur Katherine, noe. beat; 


Wit kuerat cantor bonus, optimus Deganifarve, 
Mir uy ac humilis cunfos Sermonibus wand 


The firſt and moſt remarkable monu- 
ment I ſhall here mention, is that of 


EpiTay D'oyIEV, who gave ſeveral lands 


to this church in her widowhood'; ſhe. 

was the wife of the founder, and died a- 
bout the year 1152. She was buried on 
the north fide of the high altar, her image 


of free ſtone lying upon her tomb, in the 


habit of a vowels, and holding a heart in 
her right hand. Upon the wall of the 
arch over her, was repreſented her com- 
ing to Oſrey, her confeſſor waiting on her, 
as before related, and the tree with the 
chattering Pies painted upon it. All this, 
it ſeems, remained perfect and intire at 
the time of the ſuppreſſion of the Abbey; 
and the reader will ſo indulge a profeſſed 


lover of antiquity, as to allow me to ſay, 


it is a pity they did not remain ſo to this 
ay. ! 


HENRY D'orLey, the firſt G 1 chriſ- 
tian name of the family in England, was 
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ſon and heir of RozzxT D'ovLey the ſe- 

cond, founder of the Abbey, and who be- 
ſtowed many lands upon it, 'was interred 
in the middle of the preſbytery, under a 
ſtone of flat marble, upon which was a 
croſe floree. He died in 1163. 


HENRY D'ovyLey, eldeſt ſon and 5055 
of the aforeſaid HEN Rx, the firſt of that 
name, who in 1232 was buried in the new 


addition, about the latter end of the ſame 
year. | 1 4 HE] 


Apa, "Biſhop of St A/aph, who died 
at Oſrey in 1181, was buried 1 in the ſaid. 
church. 


Joux ST: Joun, a famous man of thoſe 
times, was buried on the north ſide of the 
choir, in a very fine and large tomb of 
marble, his wife being buried by him, un- 
der a flat ſtone, without date. Some are 
of opinion, that this perſon might proba- 
bly be the father of RocGzr ST Joux, who 
was killed in the battle of 4vbam. 


In the chapel, known by the name of 
Ludy chapel, was buried one PLESSET, in 
a fair tomb, with an image upon it. He 
as D is 
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is ſuppoſed to have been one Hucn PI- 
SET, who lived at Hedington, a village near 


Oxford, in the fifth of EDwARD I. and 
who gave his lands by will to this Abbey. 


Joun DE PTxsszr, Earl of Warwick, 

is ſuppoſed by Sir WiLLIam DvepaLE, 
to have been likewiſe interred here. As 
alſo one 


HuGu PLESSET, of whom I find no- 
thing more recorded than his name, 


A lady, whoſe name was W1cnorn, 
who died May 6, 1272, was buried near 
the Abbots of this place. 


Pure DE Eva, or ELy, treaſurer to 
Henzy I. who died upon St AnDaew's 
day, 1275, Was likewiſe interred near the 
Abbots. 


STEPHEN DE TEMPLAR, who gave a 


mead in the pariſh of Fulluell, to this Ab- 
bey, was likewiſe buried here, though the 
time of his death is not mentioned. 


NichoL AS MoRkis, who gave two car- 
ratate of, land, (as I find them called) to 
this 
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this place, and which gift was confirmed 
by HL INA, his daughter, lies buried here 
alſo, though of the time of his death there 
is no account. The next perſon I find 
mentioned, as buried in this place, is 


ExA, or ATL A, Counteſs of Warwick, 
who was interred before the high altar in 
this church, at the head of the tomb of 
HENRY D'ovYLEy, in the habit of a vow- 
eſs, graven upon a copper-plate. There 
is much ſaid of her charitable donations, 
of which J ſhall give the reader ſome ac- 
 kount. : 


During the time of her widowhood ſhe 
pave money for the help and relief of pocr 
{ſcholars ; which money was to be borrow- 
ed by them upon pledges, and was, by the 
Chancellor of Oxon, to be put into a cheſt 
or coffer, which was, for many years, 
called by the name of Warwick cheſt (i). 
By an order publiſhed in March 1293, it 
was appointed that the ſaid ſcholars were 
to mention and pray for the ſoul of ELLA, 
Counteſs of Warwick, next to that of 

| D 2 HENRY 

(i) This cheſt was formerly kept in St Max's 
Church, Oxon. | | 


5 


; 105 


every thing worthy of notice with relation 
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HENRY III. ſhe being his kinſwoman. 
She was the daughter of WILLI¹AM Lo- 
spRE, Earl of Saliſbury, ſon of the baſtard 
Earl of that name, which HENRV II. had 


by the noted RosamonD CLIFFORD. She 


died, as it appears, on the gth of February, 
1297, though Sir WILLIAM DucpaLE, 
in his Worwickſbir e, places it three years 
after (. l N 


The laſt MR I ſhall mention, as here 


interred, is one BeavForT, a knight, a 


benefactor to this church, no who was 


buried in the choir, at the head of the 
tomb of the aforementioned Counteſs, 


There were likewiſe many other great 


and honourable perſons, (beſide above 
twenty of the Abbots ;) who were buried 
in this Abbey, whoſe tombs were tranſlat- 
ed in 1272, and laid before the high altar. 
They were interred under rich and ſtately 
monuments, though no mention is made 


in hiſtory of the perſons to whom they 
belonged. . 


Having thus acquainted the reader with 


5 to 
(4) DucpaLEt's Warwick/hire, fol. 307. 
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to this church, and to the various build- 
ings belonging thereto; and alſo given 
him an account of the various perſons 
who were here interred ; I ſhall now put 
a period to this chapter, after I have taken 
the liberty to make one obſervation, 
which is this, viz. That though I do not 
think myſelf to be any way prejudiced in 
favour of a monaſtic life, (which I look 
upon as a very uſeleſs and inſignificant 
one) yet I cannot but entertain a ſort of 
ſolemn veneration and regard for theſe 
Noble, theſe ancient and venerable piles. 

When I ſurvey the awful gloom and ſo- 
lemnity attending theſe ſacred repoſitories 
of the dead; they excite within ne, more 
pleaſing, as well as more uſeful contem- 
plations, than are generally raiſed by con- 
verſing with the gayer amuſements of life, 
to which the generality of mankind are 
ſo apt to give the preference. 
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Of its Suppreſſion and Diſſolution.” 


ABO UT three years before the final 

diſſolution of this church, it was 
tranſlated into a biſhop's ſee. In Rymexr's 
Pedera, vol. xiv. fol. 734. are the ſeveral 
patents of King HENRV VIII. for this pur- 
poſe, dated September 1, 1542, in which 
he fixed the Cathedral at Oxford: and he 
| granted. to the new Biſhop of O/zey, the 
ſame privileges which the Biſhop of Lin- 
cola, out of whoſe dioceſs it was taken, 
enjoyed in Oxford; reſerving nevertheleſs 
to the Biſhop of Lincoln, bis viſitatorial 
power at the colleges of Oriel, > Brazenfe 


and Baliol. 


As to the new cathode] of Chrift- 
Church, which roſe (like a Phenix) out of 
the aſhes or ruins of the old; it would 
be foreign to the deſign of theſe Memoirs, 
were I to give a particular deſcription of 
it. I muſt therefore refer thoſe of my 
readers as are deſirous of information in 
this point, to Mr WILLIS's Hiftory of Ca- 


thedrals, vol. 11, * 407. where they will 
find 
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find an exact draught and inography of 
this church, and a very full and large ac- 
count of the occaſion of its firſt erection 
and foundation, I now return to the 
| hiſtory of Ofaey. 1411098 


The time of its continuance as a Bi- 
ſhop's ſee was but ſhort, vi. not above 
three years. The foundation (ſays 
« HuTToN (/) was large and ample, of 
te one Biſhop, with his revenues and pro- 

t portions, allotted ſeverally to himſelf ; 
. « of one Dean and fix Prebendaries, 
te Prieſts ſecular of this chapter, of Chap- 


e lains, Singing men, Choriſters, and an 


&« Organiſt for divine ſervice ; of ſervants 
c and officers attending in every ſeveral 
* charge and office.” Furniſhed in this 
manner, it flouriſhed for a ſmall ſpace of 
time; but, from the time of its firſt foun- 
dation, (which was, as we have ſeen be- 
fore, in the year 1129) for the ſpace of 
four hundred and ten years. It was then, 
in the thirty firſt year of King HENRY 


VIII. finally ſurrendered into his hand by 
RokERT KING, the laſt Abbot thereof; 
and who was, upon this church being firſt 
converted 
(1) Hurrox's Ae of Oxon, p. 320. 
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converted into a Biſhop's ſee, the firſt Bi- 
ſhop of Oxford, and at the ſame time titu- 
lar Biſhop of Roan, as we have already 
mentioned. This Abbey was valued at 
the ſuppreſſion of it, at 1 105. 2 d. per 
annum. 


What were the particular reaſons which 
induced this arbitrary and capricious mo- 
narch, to tranſlate the biſhopric of Oſney 
to that of Chrift-Church (which before that 
time was the monaſtry of St Fridſivides) 
at Oxford, it does not appear to me very 
eaſy to determine ; neither is it indeed 
very material to enquire. The reaſons 
which induced King HENRY hereunto, 
ſeem, however, to be, in a great meaſure, 
very much of a piece with all the other 
actions of his life, which were governed 
more by principles of revenge, of obſti- 
nacy and ſelf- will, than by any other dic- 
tates or motives, either of law or of rea- 
ſon. And this I think is ſufficiently evi- 
dent from the hiſtory of all the other ac- 
tions of his life; though I deny not but 
that he had, at the ſame time, ſome great 
and good qualities to recommend him. 


A 
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How long this building or ſtructure re- 
mained 1n being, after the ſup reſſion of 
it, I cannot directly affirm. It appears 
however to have been ſtanding 1 in the time 
of Queen MAR x, ſince we are expreſsly 
told that maſs was then celebrated in this 
church. There is a great deal of reaſon 
to ſuppoſe, that this Abbey, (together with 
ſeveral other edifices of this kind, in other 
parts of the kingdom) ſuffered greatly by 
the indiſcreet zeal of the army, in the 
time of the civil wars, in the reign of 
CHaRLEs I. as well as afterward ; though 
it was certainly very much damaged, long 
before that period. However, it remain- 
ed firm, and fit for the uſes for which it 
was at firſt intended, till the beginning of 
the reign of Queen ELIZABETH. This 
would naturally lead me to take ſome no- 
tice of thoſe few remaining draughts of 
the ruins of it, which are come down to 
the preſent time, and which I hall doi in 
We” next chapter. 


E ean 
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* 


EAT IV. 


of the Draughts that are yet extant of this 


once ne Abbey. 


T ſeems not a little ſurprizing, that 
during the time this church remained 


in its ſtate of ſplendor and magnificence, 
ſo few draughts and proſpe&s ſhould be 


taken of it. We have been told indeed 


by ſome authors (as I have taken notice 
in the third chapter) that ſeveral foreign- 
ers came over into England for this pur- 
poſe. But what is now become of theſe 
valuable performances of theirs, which 
would have been ſo much eſteemed by 
many, as very curious pieces of antiquity, 
we are not able to give any account. 


As it is almoſt impoſſible therefore, to 
form any idea of its former grandeur, 
from any thing of this kind: ſo we are 
intirely as incapable of doing it, from thoſe 
few remaining draughts of the ruins of it, 
of which I am. now to give the reader 


ſome account in this chapter, 


The 
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The firſt of theſe I ſhall mention, (and 
it is, as far as I know, the very firſt of 


this kind that is extant) is that of RALPH 


Accas, in his map, or rather view of the 
city of Oxford, taken in the year 1566, 
but not publiſhed till x 578, about the 2oth 
year of Queen ELIZABETH (n). This re- 

preſentation of it, though but ſmall, is, I 


think, the moſt compleat of any I have 


met with. It preſents us not only with 
a north view of this church, which ap- 
pears to have been then intirely unroofed, 
and ſcarce any of the buttreſes remaining 
on that ſide of it; but it likewiſe repre- 
ſents ſome of the buildings once belong- 
ing to the Abbey; and, particularly, the 
great gate or entrance into the quadrangle 
before the ſame ſide of this edifice. The 
buildings, it is true, appear ſo detached 
from each other, that we are able, from 
thence, to form but a very incompleat and 

E 2 imper- 


(n) The ſame perſon publiſhed likewiſe a view or 
map of London, taken about the year 1560, which 
growing exceeding ſcarce, was re-ingraved by VIR- 
TU in the year 1737, on a large ſize, with the arms 
of Queen ELIZABETH, and of the city of London, 


and is perhaps the moſt curious print of that nature 


that is now extant. 
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imperfect 1dea, of the former grandeur 
and magnificence of the whole. But, even 
from this view of it, imperfect as it is, we 
may be able to collect, in ſome meaſure, 


what a large ſpace of ground it once co 


cupied, and what an appearance it muſt 
make, when not only the church itſelf, but 
all the other buildings adjacent thereto; 
remained in their full glory, and unſpoil- 
ed of any of their ornaments and beau 
ties. | 


The next draught of this nature, of 
which I ſhall take notice, is a curious: 
painting upon glaſs, which is in a window 
in the ſouth iſle of Chriſt. Church, Oxon, 
over the tomb of Biſhop Kins, the laſt 
Abbot of Oſiey. This is a view of only 
part of the ſouth fide of the Abbey, v2. 
from the weſt tower, to the trunſome, or 
ſouth croſs of the church. In the origi- 
nal painting, inſtead of a repreſentation 
of the body or nave of the church, is the 
portrait of Biſhop Kins, in his pontifical 
veſtments, with a mitre upon his head, 
and holding a paſtoral ſtaff in his right 
hand. But, in the copy which I have of 
it, (and which was procured me by the 
intereſt 
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intereſt of a worthy friend) the image of 
Biſhop K IN is omitted. In this paint- 
ing, (as well as in all the other draughts 
that have ever come to my knowledge): 
the roof of the church appears intirely 
wanting, and there are no repreſentations 


of ſo much as the ruins of any of the o- 
ther buildings. The entrance into the 


church, at the ſouth door, appears exceed - 
ing ſtrong and lively, as does alſo the re- 
mains of the weſt tower, as far as the 


ſouth eaſt proſpect of it, which is all of 
that part of the church, repreſented 1 in this 
draught of it, 


The laſt draught of this nature 1 ſhall 
mention, is that in the ſecond volume of 
the Monaſticon, though it 1s but in a very 

few copies of that work. It was procured 
for the uſe of Sir WILLIAM DvucDaALE, 
by Jonx AuBERVY, Eſq; who wrote the 
perambulation of Surry, in five volumes. 
It is indeed rather a view of rubbiſh than 
of ruins, and tends only to confound and 
diſguſt the beholder, inſtead of affording 
him any real pleaſure and ſatisfaction. 
There appears nothing in it intire, but 


the weſt tower; all the reſt of the ingrav- 


ing 
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ing being only a repreſentation of ſome 
rude fragments of ſtone, which ſeem to 
hang in a very dangerous manner, and ſo 
as to threaten deſtruction to thoſe perſons 
who, in thoſe days, durſt venture under 
the ſhadow of them (n). 


There is likewiſe an eaſt and weſt view 
of ſome buildings or out-houſes, once be- 
longing to this Abbey, in HRARNE's edi- 
tion of the Tex. Roffen. But, as they give 
us no manner of idea of this Abbey in its 
former ſtate, but only of ſome inferior 
buildings detached from it, I hardly think 
them worthy of our notice. 


The ruins of this once famous ſtruc- 
ture are now no more: and the very 
ground upon which it once ſtood (like that 
of the temple at Jeruſalem) has been 
ploughed up; ſo that not the leaſt re- 
mains of any part of it are now to be diſ- 
covered. The contemplation of this can- 

| not 

n) When this view of it was taken is not eaſy to 
determine. It muſt, however, I think, have been 
long after the two other draughts of it, before-men- 


tioned, fince much more appears to have been then 
ſtanding of it, than is here repreſented. 


A 
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not but teach us the tranſitory and periſh» 
ing nature of all human glory, For, as 
SHAKESPEAR expreſſes it, 


The cloud cap'd tow'rs, 


The gorgeous palaces, 
The ſolemn temples, 
5 . This great globe, | 
Shall one day be diſſolv'd; | 
And, like the baſeleſs fabric of a viſion, 
Leave not a wreck behind. | 


C. * A P. 1 
Some further Particulars relati ng 10 the 
foregoing Hiſtory. 


AVING mentioned all that I find 
worthy of notice relating to the de- 


ſcription of this Abbey, from the time of 


its foundation, to that of its diſſolution; 
and having ſeen the very ruins of it pe- 
riſh, as it were, from our ſight ; I ſhall 
now, for a concluſion to theſe Memoirs, 


further offer to my reader a few particu- - 


lars relating to this ſubject, which could 
not, ſo properly, be introduced into the 
foregoing hiſtory. 


| . 5 
The Abbot of Oſney, on a certain day, 
cauſed all the bread in the houſe, except 
that in the refectory, to be diſtributed to 
poor people. That being done, and they 


ſent away, they told their fellows how well 


they had fared. They, thinking to re- 
ceive the ſame favour, all came, a little 


before the canons went to dinner, crying 


at the gate for relief. The Janitor hear- 
T ing 


* 1 . 


8 
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7 
1 
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- ing them make ſach a moan told the Ab- 


bot, who beholding and pitying their caſe, 
went to the refectory, and finding the 


| bread provided for the canon-monks lying 


upon each trencher, gave it all to the beg- 
gars at the gate, - Which being done, the 
canons came with ſtrong appetites to the 
refectory; where, though a minute be- 


fore, their bread was taken away, yet every 


one found his portion intire, and lying in 
the ſame place. HosTwick Chron, . A 
true monkiſh ſtory, and, as ſuch, to be 
credited or not, as the reader pleaſes. 


At the entrance of WILLIAM pz Sur- 
TON into the office of Dean, or, at the 
time of his inſtallation, a palfry was ex- 


torted from him by a certain officer at 


Oxon, who, in the audience of all the aſ- 


ſembly, at that time met together, did, 


with a ſolemn oath taken before them all, 


ſwear, that he would never inſtal any 
Abbot, unleſs he would ſend him a palfry, 


or horſe, accoutered with all his harneſs : 
which being there uttered, and every one 


aſhamed becauſe of the preſence of Bi- 


ſhops and Noblemen there aſſembled, did 
F forth- 


Q 
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forthwith, leſt the company ſhould. be 
unexpectedly diſſolved, by a ſolemn pro- 
teſtation and appeal, deliver a palfry to 
him. But, afterward; (ſays my author) 
before the official could ſee his error, or 
recal the enormity of the fact, he was 
taken with a grievous diſeaſe, which was 
the occaſion of his taking upon him a re- 
ligious habit, or, in other words, of his 
entering into holy orders, which we hope 
was a means of his being. more holy and 
orderly afterward. Lives of the Abbots. 


4 


III. 

The following J relate merely upon the 
authority of that great antiquary Mr Tho- 
Mas Hearn, from a note in his edition 
of Gul. Nubrigenſis, p. 798. *© I remem- 
„ ber, ſays he, when it happened not 
* many years ago, to a certain building, 
e raiſed partly out of ſtones brought from 
«© Ojney Abbey, many of the foundations 
* of which Abbey, (which had fine 
walks (0), ſome of which may be now 

« traced) 


„* 


(% Theſe walks were moſt of them on the ſouth 
fide of the church, and were diverſified with dove- 
houſes, fiſn ponds, &c. and with every thing elſe that 
could make the place delightful and agreeable. 
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e traced) were then dug up, and others 
ce have been ſince, particularly when the 
ce ſoil on which it ſtood was firſt plough- 
e ed up, which was in the beginning of 
te the year 1717-18, that the ſame build- 
“ ing was raiſed to a conſiderable height, 
* of a ſudden a good part of it cleft from 
<« the reſt, fell down, and had like to have 
done conſiderable damage.” This ac- 
cident, the learned, but too ſuperſtitious 
author, attributes, as I imagine, as a judg- 
ment from heaven, for ſo very wicked and 
unpardonable a crime, as the pulling down 
and demoliſhing of this once famous and 
Eg ſtructure. | 
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